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Groundbreaking Dates Have Been Set For The 
New Elementary School And The Community Center 

Please join us on at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 19, for the groundbreaking ceremony 
at the site of the New Elementary across Highway 8 from Lakeside, approximately ¾ of 
a mile north on Karmel Ave.  Look for signs, balloons, and crowds. 

The Chisago Lakes Community Center groundbreaking ceremony will be at 3:00 p.m. 
on Friday, May 4,  just east of the Chisago Lakes High School PAC. 

Renderings of the New Elementary and CL Community Center. 

Remember to flip the Review over to see the Chisago Lakes Community Education Catalog! 
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Letter from the Superintendent: 
Greetings to our Chisago 
Lakes Community!  It’s 
been an incredibly busy 
and fun school year 
to this point and also 
incredible to believe 
it’s March already! 
We had a tremendous 
winter season with 
many accomplishments 

by Wildcat activities, individuals, and staff.  Top 
performances: AAA State Finalist Henry Trost; 
Girls and Boys Alpine Ski State Qualifiers; Jazz 
Dance Team State Qualifiers; Class A All-Around 
Gymnastics State Champion Aliah Williams; and 
gymnastics Coach Brett Kjos named Section Coach 
of the Year. The Wildcats also had State Individual 
Qualifiers in Gymnastics, Swimming and Diving, 
and Wrestling.  Congratulations to all, we are proud 
of you! 

The building project continues to be a major focus of 
our staff at Chisago Lakes. We have several projects 
that are making steady progress.  The remodel of 
our former district office began in February and will 
be ready to host Chisago Lakes Education Center 
(CLEC) programming for our students starting in 
July. We will be working on the new entrance to 
Taylors Falls Elementary this summer.  Plans for 
our new Elementary School in Chisago City and 
our new Community Center in Lindstrom continue 
to progress. We have set groundbreaking dates 
and invite all in the Chisago Lakes communities to 
attend. As a successful effort by so many, we would 
love a large crowd for these celebrations! Hope to 
see you there! 

New Elementary Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Thursday, April 19th at 4:00 p.m. Location: 
approximately. ¾ of a mile north on Karmel Ave. in 
Chisago City 

Community Center Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Friday, May 4th at 3:00 p.m.  Location: just east of 
the Chisago Lakes High School PAC. 

March is a time for spring breaks and trips.  As I 
have settled into the area I’ve come to understand 

there are many great places to see and great things 
to do in the area. If budget or time do not allow for a 
more expensive or extended vacation, a “stay”cation 
in the Chisago Lakes Area might fit the bill. A 
couple of great sources for ideas would be our own 
Community Education Dept. www.isd2144.org/ 
domain/55 Or, the Chisago Lakes Chamber: www. 
chisagolakeschamber.com. Furthermore, a visit 
to our Cities’, County, or Chisago County Press 
websites could produce an activity for you and the 
whole family.  Happy exploring! 

I had the joy of reading to a kindergarten class 
during February’s “I Love to Read Month.”  I was 
asked by the class what I do in my job.  It was a 
great question which I answered the best I could 
for a 5 year-old, “I help everybody.” It is an honor 
and privilege to “help” the Chisago Lakes as your 
superintendent. I continue to be so impressed by 
the support from our communities for our students, 
staff, and programs. We live out the motto, “We 
are truly better, together.” Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me if I can ever be of assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Dean Jennissen 
Superintendent 

Cofee and Conversation 

Please stop in for a 
cup of coffee and chat 
with Superintendent 
Jennissen from 7:00 -
8:00 a.m. if you have 
questions or concerns 
about the building 
projects. 

Upcoming Dates/Locations: 
� Friday, March 23, 2018 

Swedish Inn - Lindstrom 

� Friday, April 27, 2018 
Wagon Wheel - Chisago City 
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Dave Hoehl and the 8th Grade Band 

Stage Choir 

Winter Music Extravaganza 
For the second year, the Chisago Lakes bands and 
choirs have performed together for a one night 
“extravaganza.” Music teachers Dave Hoehl, Jacquie 
Undem, Joe DeLisi, and Laura Moldenhauer lead 
their bands and choirs through a musical piece that 
showcases their unique musical journey from 8th 
grade through high school. Each of the bands and 
choirs got an opportunity to perform in front of a 
large audience in the main gym. The fast-moving 
program alternated between band and choir numbers, 
going through the progression from 8th graders to the 
speciality bands and show choir in which our most 
dedicated and experienced musicians participate. 

There is a finale number for each the band program 
and choir program where all students grades 8-12 play 
or sing together. The big finish is a rousing rendition 
of the school fight song with everyone, including 
the audience, participating. Once again, the Music 
Extravaganza showcased the wide variety of musical 
talent that is uncovered, explored, and cultivated 
through our secondary music programming. 

9th Grade Band Joe Delisi and the Wind Ensemble 

Laura Moldenhauer and the Mixed Choir 
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As the Weather Warms, the Building Projects Move Ahead 
As spring approaches, things are moving along with the district’s building projects. Work that began at the 
middle school on the new tennis courts will continue, as weather allows; the bidding process is starting on 
the new construction projects, and dates for groundbreaking have been set.  The new Elementary School 
groundbreaking ceremony will be held Thursday, April 19, at 4:00 p.m. at the site of the new building: 
across Highway 8 from Lakeside, approximately ¾ of a mile north on Karmel Avenue. The groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Community Center will be held Friday, May 4, at 3:00 p.m. just east of the PAC at Chisago 
Lakes High School. Students, staff, and community members are encouraged to attend the festivities.  It’s 
an exciting time for the school district to celebrate and acknowledge the support of the community that 
makes these developments possible. 

If you were able to attend the Home & Business Expo at the high school in early March, you may have seen 
the renderings for the new building projects. There have been many steps in the process to get to this point: 
user groups consisting of school staff, parents, coaches, school board members, community members; 
and core planning groups for each area of the elementary and Community Center, from kitchen staff to 
custodial staff, teachers and administrators, coaches and community education to work through the details 
of the building design. While the renderings are meant to give an idea of how things will look in the new 
buildings, some details will change in the building process.  Colors do not always come across accurately, 
and changes may affect the final look. 

New Elementary 
gym entrance 

New Elementary 
Media Center 
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CL Community 
Center east 
entrance at the 
high school 

CL Community 
Center 
concession 
lobby at the 
high school 

CL Community 
Center weight 
and fitness 
room at the high 
school 
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2017 Graduation Rates 
As part of the transition to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Minnesota is using a new graduation 
rate calculation. 

Key Findings for Chisago Lakes: 
� Chisago Lakes High School exceeds the state in both 4-year and 7-year graduation rates 
� Our 4-year graduation rate changed from 87.5% in 2016 to 91.7% in 2017 
� Our 7-year graduation rate changed from 94.6% in 2016 to 95.7% in 2017 
� Chisago Lakes High School’s dropout rate for 2017 was 2.4% as compared to the state rate of 4.7% 
� Both the special education subgroup and students who received free and reduced lunch increased 

2% over the previous year in the 4-year rate 
� The high school had a 19% growth of students in special education graduating in 2017 in the 7-year 

rate 

The main changes to the calculation are: 
� Seven racial and ethnic groups instead of the previous five; 
� A student who spends any time during high school in one of the three program-based groups – 

English learners, students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch, or students in special education 
– will be counted in that group in the school’s graduation rates; 

� Students who drop out of a high school after spending less than half an academic year there will 
be counted as a dropout at the high school where they spent the most time during their high school 
years; 

� Foreign exchange students will no longer be included in graduation rate calculations; 
� A new 7-year Graduation rate will be calculated. 

The new 7-year Graduation rate is the most appropriate for some students. For example, the Individualized 
Education Programs (IEPs) for some students in special education call for the students to receive education 
through age 21. In those cases, the seven-year graduation rate allows schools, districts, and the state to 
reflect students’ successful graduation in compliance with their IEPs. 

Both the four-year and seven-year graduation rates will be used for accountability purposes. 

As a result of these changes, this year’s graduation rate release includes data going back to 2012 using 
the new calculation. Doing so allows discussion of changes over time between 2012 and 2017 using the 
new calculation; graduation rates using the old calculation cannot be accurately combined with the new 
calculation when discussing changes over time. 
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From Technology Integrationist to Teacher to Classroom 
With all the changes in technology, you may wonder how 
new things make it into the classroom.  There are plenty of 
variations, but at the high school, technology integrationist 
Janelle Hermann, along with teacher Jon Pieper, introduced 
a new tool to teachers during a Lunch and Learn session. 
Each month, teachers at the high school are invited to 
come to a staff development opportunity during their lunch 
period. 

The high school tech integrationist, or a teacher who has 
been using the technology, gives a short demonstration 
and answers questions. Afterwards, it’s easy for teachers to follow up with some one-on-one help before 
taking the new technology into the classroom. For Jon Pieper, who presented NearPod to teachers during 
February’s Lunch and Learn, the technology has already found a home in his classroom. 

According to Pieper, Nearpod is a tool for teachers to not only 
deliver content, but to provide a means for instantaneous formative 
assessment, and immediate feedback.  It works beautifully with a 
BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) classroom in that it makes for a 
more differentiated environment.  

The most valuable part about Nearpod may be the post-session 
reports, which feature data on student engagement, formative and 

summative assessments, collaboration, and open-ended questions. Nearpod can be used as a student-paced 
project for independent learning, or for a teacher-paced lesson in a group setting. In Pieper’s combination 
AP US History/AP Language class, students worked on questions concerning Industrialization, using 
computers or phones, independently and in pairs, while the teacher facilitated the lesson. 

Jon Pieper demonstrates NearPod during a 
Lunch and Learn Session at the High School. 

Students using NearPod on their own devices. 

Chisago Lakes Schools Now Accepting Kindergarten Registrations! 

Chisago Lakes School District is taking registrations for full-day kindergarten for the 2018-2019 school-year. 
Please call an elementary school office to register and get on our mailing list for kindergarten round-up. 

All children who will turn five by September 1st are invited to 
attend kindergarten. If  you know someone who has a child 
that is kindergarten eligible, please remind them to give us a call. 

Chisago Lakes Primary – (651) 213-2200 
Taylors Falls Elementary – (651) 213-2100 

Save the Date for 
Kindergarten Round Up: 

Primary School – April 18, 2018 
Taylors Falls – April 13, 2018 

Letters with time and details about Round-Up 
will be sent to all registered families in March. 

Minnesota law requires that all students entering kindergarten complete an early childhood screening 
and have their immunizations up-to-date. Children between the ages of 3 and 5 can be screened at the Family 
Center in Lindstrom. 

To schedule an appointment for screening, please call (651) 213-2600. 
Upcoming Screening Dates: June 1 and August 23, 2018 are available for 2018-19 kindergarten eligible students. 

Both Taylors Falls and Primary will continue to offer pre-school programs for children ages 3-5 within the 
elementary buildings. Registration for Pre-School began on March 1st. You can register on-line or stop by the 
Community Education Office.  For more information on Pre-School Programs call (651) 213-2600. 
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Each of these mascots stir different memories for us in Chisago Lakes.  WE NEED YOUR HELP 
TO CAPTURE THOSE SPECIAL MEMORIES. 

The new Community Center wants to tell the history of our wonderful schools in photographs, 
including the ones of early rural schools.  So, dig in your storage areas (or grandma’s) and pull out 
the ones that made you proud to be a Bulldog, Blue Jay, Indian, Trojan, or Wildcat. Choose the 
ones that capture success, fun, history, friendship, or school spirit. Make a copy if you can’t part 
with the original, or we can return it. We’ll take as many as you want to share. 

Once you have the photos: 
� Fill out the required information for each photo 
� Put them in an envelope 
� Deliver to one of two drop off sites or mail them: Taylors Falls Elementary office; 

The Chamber in Lindstrom; or send to PO Box 447, Lindstrom, MN 55045 
� Tell your friends to do the same 

Thank you for working together to make this a great project honoring our school history. 

Chisago Lakes Area Community Foundation 
Chisago Lakes Schools 
The History Committee 

Questions can be directed to LouAnn Mattson (651) 398-7706 or Noel Stensrud (651) 428-4535 

ATTACH THIS FORM TO EACH PHOTO 

Your name _______________________________  Phone # _____________________________ 

Do you want your photo returned?  Yes ______  No_______ 

Subject(s) of photo ___________________________________________  Year _____________ 

School (circle one): 

Chisago City  Lindstrom/Center City  Shafer  Taylors Falls  Other(explain)________________ 

Other identifying information, such as people’s names, event, etc. ________________________ 

www.isd2144.org 8                                                                

http://www.chisagolakes.k12.mn.us

